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Installation Instructions

Requirements:

Total RAM (2905 Bytes In 11 Files)

Main Program RAM (1418 Bytes In 5 Files)

2-D Shapes Pack RAM (1487 Bytes In 6 Files)

TI-83 Plus Calculator With Most Recent OS

Installation And Configuration:

After downloading the FORMULA.8xg and TWODPAK.8xg files to a folder, use TI Connect to upload the group files into your calculator.  The software will extract the group files automatically and place the programs in the Programs folder.  To access the main program called FORMULA, press [PRGM] and highlight FORMULA using the [Directional Buttons].  Press [ENTER] to execute the program.

If you have first started the program, then after reading the introductory screen, you will be asked to configure FORMULATOR.  This is required so that FORMULATOR will be able to link itself to the various “Formula Packs” that add on to this program.  For now, only the TWODPAK formulas are loaded.  You will need to enter [1] and [ENTER] to tell the program that you have the TWODPAK (2-D Shapes) formulas loaded.

Now, press [3][ENTER] to tell the configuration program that you are done indexing your formula packs.  You will be taken to the main menu.  From here, you can access each formula pack menu or re-enter the configuration program if you have loaded/unloaded any formula packs.

Using Formulator

From the main menu, a list of the available packs installed will be shown.  Press the number of the formula group that you want to use, and another menu will appear which will specify exactly what formulas you need to compute.  Choose the formula or object of which the formula is associated.  You will now be taken to the final step where you enter known variables, and the program will perform a number of formulas on them to give various results.  After seeing the results, you will be taken back to the formula pack menu.

Troubleshooting

Q:  The program does not display a formula pack that I know is loaded on the calculator.

A:  Remember that you must reconfigure your program everytime you change what packs are on the calculator.  Choose the Configure Index option in the Main Screen and select what packs you have.

If you know that you already reconfigured your program, but it doesn’t show anyway, check to be sure that there isn’t a conflict in the variables between Formulator and another program.  The Z variable, which indexes the main program, cannot be changed or the program must be reconfigured.  Try to edit the conflicting program and change the Z variable to another available letter.

Q: Is the program supposed to take you to the Configure screen everytime you use Formulator?

A: No.  If this does happen, then check to be sure there is not another program trying to use the R variable, which determines whether or not the program has been used for the first time.  Set the R variable to 1 by pressing [1][STO->][R] at the main screen, and then edit the conflicting program by changing the R variable to another letter.

Q: Formulator says Error: Bad Value after I have entered in the known values for a formula.

A: Formulator detects whether or not any of the values entered into a formula will cause the equation to be invalid or null before processing the equation.  Generally, Formulator will not accept 0 as a value, however, there are some cases where you can exempt a value by entering in 0 instead.  Be sure to check the readme text that comes with the formula pack on what values cannot be entered for a given equation, as well as values that can be exempted.

If you experience a problem that cannot be solved with the above, then you may have found a bug in the program.   Also, if you found that a formula gave inaccurate results (within the capacity of the calculator), then please be sure to report it.

Reporting An Error

Fill in the following so that you can help the developers spot the problem with the software.

OS Version Number:

Software Version:

Location Of Bug:

Description Of Bug:

To find the OS Version, go to [2ND][+(MEM)][1], and give the number shown next to OS Version.  The software version can be found in the introductory screen when starting Formulator.  At Location of Bug, tell what part of the program you were in during the bug.  Be as descriptive as possible when describing the behavior of the program when the bug occured.  Describe any values you entered in the calculator prior to the event, and tell what formula packs you were using and/or loaded.

